GREAT    ACQUITTALS

go back on your right side, and so does he, and you collide.
Because Lord de Clifford did in the agony of the moment,
just before the collision took place, what he believed at
that moment to be the only course, is that to be said to be
criminal negligence ? "

With the agreement of the Peers the Court adjourned
until after lunch. Although these were unfamiliar sur-
roundings Sir Henry had soon found that he had the
sympathy of their Lordships. After lunch the Lord High
Steward, addressing Sir Henry, announced : cc The Judges
have unanimously advised their Lordships that your
submission is well founded, and that there is no case

to answer/'

The Peers were then asked whether the prisoner was
guilty or not guilty, and the Clerk of the Parliaments,
reading from a list, called on each of their Lordships by
name, to which each replied: " Not guilty, upon my
Honour/'

" My Lords, I declare that Edward Southwell Lord de
Clifford is acquitted of the felony . . /' intoned the Lord
High Steward.

The proclamation was read dissolving the commission
and the Sergeant-at-Arms announced that: " Our Sover-
eign Lord the King doth strictly charge and command
all manner of persons here present to depart thence in
the Peace of God/3 The Lord High Steward, holding
the Staff in both hands, broke it in two, and declared the
commission to be dissolved.

Curtis, like the Peers, was always satisfied of Lord de
Clifford's innocence : but the unusual and indeed awesome
atmosphere of the House of Lords had made him extremely
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